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The Archaeology of Death and
Burial
Texas A&M University Press This book reviews the latest research in this ﬁeld,
and describes the sometimes controversial interpretations that have led to rapid
advances in our understanding of life and death in the distant past.".

Children, Death and Burial
Archaeological Discourses
Oxbow Books Children, Death and Burials assembles a panorama of studies with a
focus on juvenile burials; the 16 papers have a wide geographic and temporal
breadth and represent a range of methodological approaches. All have a similar
objective in mind, however, namely to understand how children were treated in
death by diﬀerent cultures in the past; to gain insights concerning the roles of
children of diﬀerent ages in their respective societies and to ﬁnd evidence of the
nature of past adult–child relationships and interactions across the life course. The
contextualisation and integration of the data collected, both in the ﬁeld and in the
laboratory, enables more nuanced understandings to be gained in relation to the
experiences of the young in the past. A broad range of issues are addressed within
the volume, including the inclusion/exclusion of children in particular burial
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environments and the impact of age in relation to the place of children in society.
Child burials clearly embody identity and ‘the domestic child’, ‘the vulnerable child’,
‘the high status child’, ‘the cherished child’, ‘the potential child’, ‘the ritual child’ and
the ‘political child’, and combinations thereof, are evident throughout the narratives.
Investigation of the burial practices aﬀorded to children is pivotal to enlightenment
in relation to key facets of past life, including the emotional responses shown
towards children during life and in death, as well as an understanding of their place
within the social strata and ritual activities of their societies. An important new
collection of papers by leading researchers in funerary archaeology, examining the
particular treatment of juvenile burials in the past. In particular focuses on the
expression of varying status and identity of children in the funerary archaeological
record as a key to understanding the place of children in diﬀerent societies.

The Oxford Handbook of the
Archaeology of Death and Burial
OUP Oxford This Handbook reviews the state of mortuary archaeology and its
practice with forty-four chapters focusing on the history of the discipline and its
current scientiﬁc techniques and methods. Written by leading scholars in the ﬁeld, it
derives its examples and case studies from a wide range of time periods and
geographical areas.

The Archaeology of Death in Postmedieval Europe
Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co KG Historical burial grounds are an enormous
archaeological resource and have the potential to inform studies not only of
demography or the history of disease and mortality, but also histories of the body, of
religious and other beliefs about death, of changing social relationships, values and
aspirations. In the last decades, the intensive urban development and a widespread
legal requirement to undertake archaeological excavation of historical sites has led
to a massive increase in the number of post-medieval graveyards and burial places
that have been subjected to archaeological investigation. The archaeology of the
more recent periods, which are comparatively well documented, is no less
interesting and important an area of study than prehistoric periods. This volume
oﬀers a range of case studies and reﬂections on aspects of death and burial in postmedieval Europe. Looking at burial goods, the spatial aspects of cemetery
organisation and the way that the living interact with the dead, contributors who
have worked on sites from Central, North and West Europe present some of their
evidence and ideas. The coherence of the volume is maintained by a substantial
integrative introduction by the editor, Professor Sarah Tarlow. “This book is a ‘ﬁrst’
and a necessary one. It is an exciting and far-ranging collection of studies on postmedieval burial practice across Europe that will most certainly be used extensively”
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Professor Howard Williams

Death and Burial in Iron Age Britain
Oxford University Press In this volume, Harding examines the deposition of Iron
Age human and animal remains in Britain and challenges the assumption that there
should have been any regular form of cemetery in prehistory, arguing that the dead
were more commonly integrated into settlements of the living than segregated into
dedicated cemeteries.

Death As a Process
The Archaeology of the Roman
Funeral
Oxbow Books Limited Wide ranging exploration of how archaeological evidence for
death and burial in the Roman world can illustrate process and ritual sequence, from
laying out the dead to the pyre and tomb, and from placing the dead in the earth to
the return of the living to commemorate them.

The Archaeology of Death in Roman
Syria
Commemoration, Empire, and
Community
Cambridge University Press In the ﬁrst centuries of the Common Era, an eclectic
collection of plain and embellished underground and aboveground tombs ﬁlled the
cemeteries of the Roman province of Syria. Its inhabitants used rituals of
commemoration to express messages about their local identity, family, and social
position, while simultaneously ensuring that the deceased was given proper burial
rites. In this book, Lidewijde de Jong investigates these customs and the belief
systems that governed the choices made in the commemoration of men, women and
children. Presenting the ﬁrst all-inclusive overview of the archaeology of death in
Roman Syria, the book combines spatial analysis of cemeteries with the study of
funerary architecture and decoration, grave goods, and information about the
deceased provided by sculptural, epigraphic, and osteological sources. It also sheds
a new light on life and death in Syria and oﬀers a novel way of understanding
provincial culture in the Roman Empire.
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The Archaeology of Death
Cambridge University Press This volume brings together studies on the disposal
of the dead and the archaeological research potential of found remains.

Archaeologists and the Dead
Oxford University Press This volume addresses the relationship between
archaeologists and the dead, through the many dimensions of their relationships: in
the ﬁeld (through practical and legal issues), in the lab (through their analysis and
interpretation), and in their written, visual and exhibitionary practice--disseminated
to a variety of academic and public audiences. Written from a variety of
perspectives, its authors address the experience, eﬀect, ethical considerations, and
cultural politics of working with mortuary archaeology. Whilst some papers reﬂect
institutional or organizational approaches, others are more personal in their view:
creating exciting and frank insights into contemporary issues that have hitherto
often remained "unspoken" among the discipline. Reframing funerary archaeologists
as "death-workers" of a kind, the contributors reﬂect on their own experience to
provide both guidance and inspiration to future practitioners, arguing strongly that
we have a central role to play in engaging the public with themes of mortality and
commemoration, through the lens of the past. Spurred by the recent debates in the
UK, papers from Scandinavia, Austria, Italy, the US, and the mid-Atlantic, frame
these issues within a much wider international context that highlights the
importance of cultural and historical context in which this work takes place.

Grave Disturbances
The Archaeology of Postdepositional Interactions with the
Dead
Oxbow Books Archaeologists excavating burials often ﬁnd that they are not the
ﬁrst to disturb the remains of the dead. Graves from many periods frequently show
signs that others have been digging and have moved or taken away parts of the
original funerary assemblage. Displaced bones and artefacts, traces of pits, and
damage to tombs or coﬃns can all provide clues about post-burial activities. The last
two decades have seen a rapid rise in interest in the study of post-depositional
practices in graves, which has now developed into a new subﬁeld within mortuary
archaeology. This follows a long tradition of neglect, with disturbed graves previously
regarded as interesting only to the degree they revealed evidence of the original
funerary deposit. This book explores past human interactions with mortuary
deposits, delving into the diﬀerent ways graves and human remains were
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approached by people in the past and the reasons that led to such encounters. The
primary focus of the volume is on cases of unexpected interference with individual
graves soon after burial: re-encounters with human remains not anticipated by those
who performed the funerary rites and constructed the tombs. However, a ﬁrst step is
always to distinguish these from natural and accidental processes, and
methodological approaches are a major theme of discussion. Interactions with the
remains of the dead are explored in eleven chapters ranging from the New Kingdom
of Egypt to Viking Age Norway and from Bronze Age Slovakia to the ancient Maya.
Each discusses cases of re-entries into graves, including desecration, tomb re-use,
destruction of grave contents, as well as the removal of artefacts and human
remains for reasons from material gain to commemoration, symbolic appropriation,
ancestral rites, political chicanery, and retrieval of relics. The introduction presents
many of the methodological issues which recur throughout the contributions, as this
is a developing area with new approaches being applied to analyze post-depositional
processes in graves.

Burying the Dead
An Archaeological History of Burial
Grounds, Graveyards and
Cemeteries
Pen and Sword History Deep in the heart of North Yorkshire, at a place called
Walkington Wold, there lies a rather unusual burial ground, an Anglo-Saxon
execution cemetery. Twelve skeletons were unearthed by archaeologists, ten
without skulls, later examination of the skeletons revealed that their owners were all
subjected to judicial execution by decapitation, one of which required several blows.
Similar fates have befallen other wretched souls, the undigniﬁed burial of suicides in the Middle Ages, the most profound of sins - and the desecration of their bodies,
go largely unrecorded. While plague pits, vast cemeteries where victims of the Black
Death were tossed into the ground, their bodies festering one on top of another, are
only today betraying their secrets. Although unpalatable to some, these burial
grounds are an important part of our social heritage. They have been fashioned as
much by the people who founded and used them, as by the buildings, gravestones
and other features which they contain. They are records of social change; the
symbols engraved upon individual memorials convey a sense of inherent belief
systems, as they were constructed, adapted or abandoned depending on people’s
needs. Burying the Dead explores how these attitudes, practices and beliefs about
death have undergone continual change. By studying the development of society’s
funerary spaces, the author reveals how we continue to reinforce our relationships
with the dead, in a constant and ongoing eﬀort to maintain a bond with them.
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Grave Disturbances
The Archaeology of Postdepositional Interactions with the
Dead
Oxbow Books Archaeologists excavating burials often ﬁnd that they are not the
ﬁrst to disturb the remains of the dead. Graves from many periods frequently show
signs that others have been digging and have moved or taken away parts of the
original funerary assemblage. Displaced bones and artefacts, traces of pits, and
damage to tombs or coﬃns can all provide clues about post-burial activities. The last
two decades have seen a rapid rise in interest in the study of post-depositional
practices in graves, which has now developed into a new subﬁeld within mortuary
archaeology. This follows a long tradition of neglect, with disturbed graves previously
regarded as interesting only to the degree they revealed evidence of the original
funerary deposit. This book explores past human interactions with mortuary
deposits, delving into the diﬀerent ways graves and human remains were
approached by people in the past and the reasons that led to such encounters. The
primary focus of the volume is on cases of unexpected interference with individual
graves soon after burial: re-encounters with human remains not anticipated by those
who performed the funerary rites and constructed the tombs. However, a ﬁrst step is
always to distinguish these from natural and accidental processes, and
methodological approaches are a major theme of discussion. Interactions with the
remains of the dead are explored in eleven chapters ranging from the New Kingdom
of Egypt to Viking Age Norway and from Bronze Age Slovakia to the ancient Maya.
Each discusses cases of re-entries into graves, including desecration, tomb re-use,
destruction of grave contents, as well as the removal of artefacts and human
remains for reasons from material gain to commemoration, symbolic appropriation,
ancestral rites, political chicanery, and retrieval of relics. The introduction presents
many of the methodological issues which recur throughout the contributions, as this
is a developing area with new approaches being applied to analyze post-depositional
processes in graves.

Death Rituals and Social Order in
the Ancient World
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Death Shall Have No Dominion
Cambridge University Press This volume, with essays by leading archaeologists
and prehistorians, considers how prehistoric humans attempted to recognise,
understand and conceptualise death.

The Materiality and Spatiality of
Death, Burial and Commemoration
Routledge Death, dying and burial produce artefacts and occur in spatial contexts.
The interplay between such materiality and the bereaved who commemorate the
dead yields interpretations and creates meanings that can change over time.
Materiality is more than simple matter, void of meaning or relevance. The apparent
inanimate has meaning. It is charged with signiﬁcance, has symbolic and
interpretative value—perhaps a form of selfhood, which originates from the
interaction with the animate. In our case, gravestones, bodily remains and the
spatial order of the cemetery are explored for their material agency and relational
constellations with human perceptions and actions. Consciously and unconsciously,
by interacting with such materiality, one is creating meaning, while materiality
retroactively provides a form of agency. Spatiality provides more than a mere
context: it permits and shapes such interaction. Thus, artefacts, mementos and
memorials are exteriorised, materialised, and spatialized forms of human activity:
they can be understood as cultural forms, the function of which is to sustain social
life. However, they are also the medium through which values, ideas and criteria of
social distinction are reproduced, legitimised, or transformed. This book will explore
this interplay by going beyond the consideration of simple grave artefacts on the one
hand and graveyards as a space on the other hand, to examine the speciﬁc
interrelationships between materiality, spatiality, the living, and the dead. The
chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the journal
Mortality.

Death and Burial in Medieval
England 1066-1550
Routledge Death had an important and pervasive presence in the middle ages. It
was a theme in medieval public life, ﬁnding expression both in literature and art. The
beliefs and procedures accompanying death were both complex and fascinating.
Christopher Daniell's appproach to this subject is unusual 1n bringing together
knowledge accumulated from historical, archaeological and literary sources. The
book includes the very latest research, both of the author and of others working in
this area. The result is a comprehensive and vivid picture of the entire phenomenon
of medieval death and burial.
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Anglo-Saxon Deviant Burial
Customs
OUP Oxford Anglo-Saxon Deviant Burial Customs is the ﬁrst detailed consideration
of the ways in which Anglo-Saxon society dealt with social outcasts. Beginning with
the period following Roman rule and ending in the century following the Norman
Conquest, it surveys a period of fundamental social change, which included the
conversion to Christianity, the emergence of the late Saxon state, and the
development of the landscape of the Domesday Book. While an impressive body of
written evidence for the period survives in the form of charters and law-codes,
archaeology is uniquely placed to investigate the earliest period of post-Roman
society - the ﬁfth to seventh centuries - for which documents are lacking. For later
centuries, archaeological evidence can provide us with an independent assessment
of the realities of capital punishment and the status of outcasts. Andrew Reynolds
argues that outcast burials show a clear pattern of development in this period. In the
pre-Christian centuries, 'deviant' burial remains are found only in community
cemeteries, but the growth of kingship and the consolidation of territories during the
seventh century witnessed the emergence of capital punishment and places of
execution in the English landscape. Locally determined rites, such as crossroads
burial, now existed alongside more formal execution cemeteries. Gallows were
located on major boundaries, often next to highways, always in highly visible places.
The ﬁndings of this pioneering national study thus have important consequences on
our understanding of Anglo-Saxon society. Overall, Reynolds concludes, organized
judicial behaviour was a feature of the earliest Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, rather than
just the two centuries prior to the Norman Conquest.

A Companion to the Archaeology of
Early Greece and the
Mediterranean, 2 Volume Set
John Wiley & Sons A Companion that examines together two pivotal periods of
Greek archaeology and oﬀers a rich analysis of early Greek culture A Companion to
the Archaeology of Early Greece and the Mediterranean oﬀers an original and
inclusive review of two key periods of Greek archaeology, which are typically treated
separately—the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age. It presents an in-depth
exploration of the society and material culture of Greece and the Mediterranean,
from the 14th to the early 7th centuries BC. The two-volume companion sets Aegean
developments within their broader geographic and cultural context, and presents the
wide-ranging interactions with the Mediterranean. The companion bridges the gap
that typically exists between Prehistoric and Classical Archaeology and examines
material culture and social practice across Greece and the Mediterranean. A number
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of specialists examine the environment and demography, and analyze a range of
textual and archaeological evidence to shed light on socio-political and cultural
developments. The companion also emphasizes regionalism in the archaeology of
early Greece and examines the responses of diﬀerent regions to major phenomena
such as state formation, literacy, migration and colonization. Comprehensive in
scope, this important companion: Outlines major developments in the two key
phases of early Greece, the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age Includes studies
of the geography, chronology and demography of early Greece Explores the
development of early Greek state and society and examines economy, religion, art
and material culture Sets Aegean developments within their Mediterranean context
Written for students, and scholars interested in the material culture of the era, A
Companion to the Archaeology of Early Greece and the Mediterranean oﬀers a
comprehensive and authoritative guide that bridges the gap between the Late
Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age.

Grave Concerns
Death and Burial in England, 1700
to 1850
Council for British Archeology

Death and Burial in the Roman
World
JHU Press The most comprehensive book on Roman burial practices—now available
in paperback Never before available in paperback, J. M. C. Toynbee's study is the
most comprehensive book on Roman burial practices. Ranging throughout the
Roman world from Rome to Pompeii, Britain to Jerusalem—Toynbee's book examines
funeral practices from a wide variety of perspectives. First, Toynbee examines
Roman beliefs about death and the afterlife, revealing that few Romans believed in
the Elysian Fields of poetic invention. She then describes the rituals associated with
burial and mourning: commemorative meals at the gravesite were common, with
some tombs having built-in kitchens and rooms where family could stay overnight.
Toynbee also includes descriptions of the layout and ﬁnances of cemeteries, the
tomb types of both the rich and poor, and the types of grave markers and
monuments as well as tomb furnishings.

The Archaeology of the Dead
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Lectures in Archaeothanatology
Oxbow Books Henri Duday is Director of Research for CNRS at the University of
Bordeaux. The Archaeology of the Dead is based on an intensive specialist course in
burial archaeology given by Duday in Rome in November 2004. The primary aim of
the project was to contribute to the development of common procedures for
excavation, data collection and study of Roman cemeteries of the imperial period.
Translated into English by Anna Maria Cipriani and John Pearce, this book looks at
the way in which the analysis of skeletons can allow us to re-discover the lives of
people who came before us and inform us of their view of death. Duday throughly
examines the means at our disposal to allow the dead to speak, as well as identifying
the pitfalls that may deceive us.

Deviant Burial in the Archaeological
Record
Oxbow Books Limited This edited volume contains twelve papers that present
evidence on non-normative burial practices from the Neolithic through to PostMedieval periods and includes case studies from some ten countries. It has long
been recognised by archaeologists that certain individuals in a variety of
archaeological cultures from diverse periods and locations have been accorded
diﬀerential treatment in burial relative to other members of their society. These
individuals can include criminals, women who died during childbirth, unbaptised
infants, people with disabilities, and supposed revenants, to name but a few. Such
burials can be identiﬁable in the archaeological record from an examination of the
location and external characteristics of the grave site. Furthermore, the position of
the body in addition to its association with unusual grave goods can be a further
feature of atypical burials. The motivation behind such non-normative burial
practices is also diverse and can be related to a wide variety of social and religious
beliefs. It is envisaged that the volume will make a signiﬁcant contribution towards
our understanding of the complexities involved when dealing with non-normative
burials in the archaeological record.

Craft Production and Social Change
in Northern China
Springer Science & Business Media This book oﬀers an anthropological analysis
of how craft production changed in relation to the development of complex societies
in northern China. It focuses on the production and use of food containers-pottery
and bronze vessels-during the late prehistoric and early historic periods. A major
theme is how production and use of prestige vessels changed in relation to increase
in degree of social inequality. The research and writing of this book took place
intermittently over a period of several years. When I ﬁrst outlined the book in 1994, I
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planned to oﬀer a more limited and descriptive account of social change during the
late prehistoric period. In considering the human desire to display status with
prestige goods, my initial approach emphasized how the case of northern China was
similar to other areas of the world. I began to realize that in order to adequately
explain how and why craft production changed in ancient China, it was crucial to
consider the belief systems that motivated produc tion and use of food containers.
Similarly, a striking characteristic of ancient China that I needed to include in the
analysis was the preponderance of food containers, rather than other goods, that
were buried with the deceased. I decided to investigate the social and ritual uses of
food, bever ages, and containers during more than one period of Chinese history.
Some strong patterns could have emerged during the late prehistoric period.

Grave Goods
Objects and Death in Later
Prehistoric Britain
Oxbow Books Limited A large-scale investigation into grave goods (c. 4000 BC-AD
43), enabling a new level of understanding of mortuary practice, material culture,
technological innovation and social transformation.

Death and Memory in Early
Medieval Britain
Cambridge University Press How were the dead remembered in early medieval
Britain? Originally published in 2006, this innovative study demonstrates how
perceptions of the past and the dead, and hence social identities, were constructed
through mortuary practices and commemoration between c. 400–1100 AD. Drawing
on archaeological evidence from across Britain, including archaeological discoveries,
Howard Williams presents a fresh interpretation of the signiﬁcance of portable
artefacts, the body, structures, monuments and landscapes in early medieval
mortuary practices. He argues that materials and spaces were used in ritual
performances that served as 'technologies of remembrance', practices that created
shared 'social' memories intended to link past, present and future. Through the
deployment of material culture, early medieval societies were therefore selectively
remembering and forgetting their ancestors and their history. Throwing light on an
important aspect of medieval society, this book is essential reading for
archaeologists and historians with an interest in the early medieval period.
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Bronze Age Britain
Batsford During the Neolithic and Bronze Age - a period covering some 4,000 years
from the beginnings of farming by stone-using communities to the end of the era in
which bronze was an important material for weapons and tools - the face of Britain
changed profoundly, from a forest wilderness to a large patchwork of open ground
and managed woodland. The axe was replaced as a key symbol, ﬁrst by the dagger
and ﬁnally by the sword. The houses of the living came to supplant the tombs of the
dead as the most permanent features in the landscape. In this fascinating book,
eminent archeologist Michael Parker Pearson looks at the ways in which we can
interpret the challenging and tantalising evidence from this prehistoric era. He also
examines the various arguments and current theories of archeologist about these
times. Drawing on recent discoveries and research, and illustrated with numerous
maps, plans, reconstructions and photographs, this book shows what life was like
and how it changed during the Neolithic and Bronze Age.

Death Embodied
Archaeological Approaches to the
Treatment of the Corpse
Oxbow Books Limited In April 1485, a marble sarcophagus was found on the
outskirts of Rome. It contained the remains of a young Roman woman so wellpreserved that she appeared to have only just died and the sarcophagus was placed
on public view, attracting great crowds. Such a ﬁnd reminds us of the power of the
dead body to evoke in the minds of living people, be they contemporary (survivors or
mourners) or distanced from the remains by time, a range of emotions and physical
responses, ranging from fascination to fear, and from curiosity to disgust.
Archaeological interpretations of burial remains can often suggest that the skeletons
which we uncover, and therefore usually associate with past funerary practices, were
what was actually deposited in graves, rather than articulated corpses. The choices
made by past communities or individuals about how to cope with a dead body in all
of its dynamic and constituent forms, and whether there was reason to treat it in a
manner that singled it out (positively or negatively) as diﬀerent from other human
corpses, provide the stimulus for this volume. The nine papers provide a series of
theoretically informed, but not constrained, case studies which focus predominantly
on the corporeal body in death. The aims are to take account of the active presence
of dynamic material bodies at the heart of funerary events and to explore the
questions that might be asked about their treatment; to explore ways of putting
ﬂeshed bodies back into our discussions of burials and mortuary treatment, as well
as interpreting the meaning of these activities in relation to the bodies of both
deceased and survivors; and to combine the insights that body-centred analysis can
produce to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the role of the body,
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living and dead, in past cultures.

Cremation and the Archaeology of
Death
Oxford University Press This collection brings together leading experts and new
voices in the study of death in the human past. The book explores the rich range of
archaeological evidence shedding light on the use of cremation from prehistory to
the present day.

The Oxford Handbook of the
Archaeology of Death and Burial
This handbook reviews the state of mortuary archaeology and its practice with 44
chapters focusing on the history of the discipline and its current scientiﬁc techniques
and methods. Written by leading scholars in the ﬁeld, it derives its examples and
case studies from a wide range of time periods and geographical areas.

Unusual Death and Memorialization
Burial, Space, and Memory in the
Post-Medieval North
Berghahn Books Most cultures and societies have their own customs and traditions
of treating their dead. In the past, some deceased received a burial that deviated
from tradition. The reasons for unusual burial could result from reasons such as
outbreaks of epidemics or wars, or from premature births, distinctive social status, or
disability. Authors present a selection of cases addressing the issue of unusual
deaths, burials, or ways to remember the deceased. Chapters explore theoretical
views related to social memory of death and memorializing the deceased and their
resting places during modern period. The case studies introduce varied views on
‘otherness’ that are visible in burial customs and memorialization.

Burials and Society in Late
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age
Ireland
Archaeopress Publishing Ltd This book describes and analyses the increasing
complexity of later Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age burial in Ireland, using burial
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complexity as a proxy for increasing social complexity, and as a tool for examining
social structure.

Bereavement and Commemoration
An Archaeology of Mortality
Wiley-Blackwell This book provides an historical archaeology of death, burial and
bereavement from the Reformation to the present.

Death and Burial in Ancient Egypt
Amer Univ in Cairo Press Death, burial, and the afterlife were as important to the
ancient Egyptians as how they lived. This well-illustrated book explores all aspects of
death in ancient Egypt, including beliefs of the afterlife, mummiﬁcation, the
protection of the body, tombs and their construction and decoration, funerary goods,
and the funeral itself. It also addresses the relationship between the living and the
dead, and the magico-religious interaction of these two in ancient Egyptian culture.
Salima Ikram's own experience with experimental mummiﬁcation and funerary
archaeology lends the book many completely original and provocative insights. In
addition, a full survey of current development in the ﬁeld makes this a unique book
that combines all aspects of death and burial in ancient Egypt into one volume.

People of the Long Barrows
Life, Death and Burial in the Earlier
Neolithic
History PressLtd and diet. Rather than being peaceful farmers, the people of the
long barrows lived largely as mobile herders, at times plagued by warfare and
frequently absorbed with drawn-out rituals associated with the dead." --Book Jacket.

The Archaeology of Cult and Death
Proceedings of the Session "The
Archaeology of Cult and
Death"organized for the 9th Annual

14

Burial And Death Of Archaeology The Of Handbook Oxford The

30-09-2022

key=of

Burial And Death Of Archaeology The Of Handbook Oxford The

15

Meeting of the European
Association of Archaeologists, 11th
September 2003, St. Petersburg,
Russia
Archaeolingua The volume is a collection of the papers presented at The
Archaeology of Cult and Death session held at the 9th Annual Meeting of the
European Association of Archaeologists in St. Petersburg, Russia in September 2003.
The theme of the session attracted a high number of delegates from several
universities and institutions, representing Bulgaria, France, Israel, Norway, Russia,
Serbia, the United Kingdom and the United States, with exciting papers discussing
death and cult, and the archaeology of death. Although the thematic, temporal,
spatial and methodological approaches in this volume are wide, the papers are
presented in chronological order, thus allowing synchronous comparisons in the
same area or across regions. The nine articles oﬀer new insights into various
regions, periods and contexts most of which are diﬀerent from the ones the reader
might usually encounter. Nonetheless, they oﬀer a stimulus through their
methodological, theoretical and thematic approaches that are worth considering,
oﬀering a stimulating read for all.

The Public Archaeology of Death
Equinox Publishing (UK) From the tomb of Tutankhamun to the grave of Richard
III, archaeologists have studied, displayed and debated rich and varied evidence of
the burial and commemoration of the dead from past times to the present day.
Mortuary data is not only a key window into the human past, it deﬁnes and resonates
through 20th and 21st-century popular culture. Yet, in many regards, archaeologists'
engagements with death and the dead are contentious and problematic, emotional
and political. For instance, in what circumstances if at all is it ethical to dig up and
display human remains? What do people learn from meeting ancient people in
museums and heritage sites? How signiﬁcant is mortuary archaeology in our own
present-day imaginings of prehistoric and historical societies, as well as fantastical
and ﬁctional societies portrayed in literature and ﬁlm? Tackling questions such as
these, osteoarchaeologists and mortuary archaeologists have often found
themselves at the forefront of the public engagements for interdisciplinary and
archaeological research. This book identiﬁes a series of lacunae in recent discussions
of mortuary archaeology's interactions with contemporary society. It aims to reevaluate the range and character of public mortuary archaeology critically through a
range of case studies from the UK, Europe and farther aﬁeld. In particular, this book
seeks to address a network of relationships between mortality, material culture and
archaeological theory, method and practice through a series of themes that connect
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the digging, display and dissemination of mortuary contexts and remains with wider
popular culture themes and media.

The Archaeology of Death in Roman
Syria
Burial, Commemoration, and
Empire
This book sheds new light on funerary customs in Roman Syria, oﬀering a novel way
of understanding its provincial culture.

Living Through the Dead
Burial and Commemoration in the
Classical World
Oxbow Books Limited This volume investigates the archaeology of death and
commemoration through thematically linked case studies drawn from the Classical
world. These investigations stress the processes of burial and commemoration as
inherently social and designed for an audience, and they explore the meaning and
importance attached to preserving memory. While previous investigations of Greek
and Roman death and burial have tended to concentrate on period- or regionallyspeciﬁc sets of data, this volume instead focuses on a series of topical connections
that highlight important facets of death and commemoration signiﬁcant to the larger
Classical world. Living through the dead investigates the subject of death and
commemoration from a diverse set of archaeologically informed approaches,
including visual reception, detailed analysis of excavated remains, landscape, and
post-classical reﬂections and draws on artefactual, documentary and pictorial
evidence. The nine papers present recent research by some of the leading voices on
the subject, as well as some fresh perspectives. Case studies come from
Thermopylae, the Bosporan kingdom, Athens, Republican Rome, Pompeii and Egypt.
As a collected volume, they provide thematically linked investigations of key issues
in ritual, memory and (self)presentation associated with death and burial in the
Classical period. As such, this volume will be of particular interest to postgraduate
students and academics with specialist interests in the archaeology of the Classical
world and also more broadly, as a source of comparative material, to people working
on issues related to the archaeology of death and commemoration.
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The Funeral Kit
Mortuary Practices in the
Archaeological Record
Routledge Studies of mortuary archaeology tend to focus on diﬀerence—how the
researcher can identify age, gender, status, and ethnicity from the contents of a
burial. Jill L. Baker’s innovative approach begins from the opposite point: how can
you recognize the commonalities of a culture from the “funeral kit” that occurs in all
burials, irrespective of status diﬀerences? And what do those commonalities have to
say about the world view and religious beliefs of that culture? Baker begins with the
Middle and Late Bronze Age tombs in the southern Levant, then expands her scope
in ever widening circles to create a general model of the funeral kit of use to
archaeologists in a wide variety of cultures and settings. The volume will be of equal
value to specialists in Near Eastern archaeology and those who study mortuary
remains in ancient cultures worldwide.

The Cambridge Companion to the
Aegean Bronze Age
Cambridge University Press This book is a comprehensive up-to-date survey of
the Aegean Bronze Age, from its beginnings to the period following the collapse of
the Mycenaean palace system. In essays by leading authorities commissioned
especially for this volume, it covers the history and the material culture of Crete,
Greece, and the Aegean Islands from c.3000–1100 BCE, as well as topics such as
trade, religions, and economic administration. Intended as a reliable, readable
introduction for university students, it will also be useful to scholars in related ﬁelds
within and outside classics. The contents of this book are arranged chronologically
and geographically, facilitating comparison between the diﬀerent cultures. Within
this framework, the cultures of the Aegean Bronze Age are assessed thematically
and combine both material culture and social history.

Death embodied
Archaeological approaches to the
treatment of the corpse
Oxbow Books In April 1485, a marble sarcophagus was found on the outskirts of
Rome. It contained the remains of a young Roman woman so well-preserved that she
appeared to have only just died and the sarcophagus was placed on public view,
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attracting great crowds. Such a ﬁnd reminds us of the power of the dead body to
evoke in the minds of living people, be they contemporary (survivors or mourners) or
distanced from the remains by time, a range of emotions and physical responses,
ranging from fascination to fear, and from curiosity to disgust. Archaeological
interpretations of burial remains can often suggest that the skeletons which we
uncover, and therefore usually associate with past funerary practices, were what was
actually deposited in graves, rather than articulated corpses. The choices made by
past communities or individuals about how to cope with a dead body in all of its
dynamic and constituent forms, and whether there was reason to treat it in a
manner that singled it out (positively or negatively) as diﬀerent from other human
corpses, provide the stimulus for this volume. The nine papers provide a series of
theoretically informed, but not constrained, case studies which focus predominantly
on the corporeal body in death. The aims are to take account of the active presence
of dynamic material bodies at the heart of funerary events and to explore the
questions that might be asked about their treatment; to explore ways of putting
ﬂeshed bodies back into our discussions of burials and mortuary treatment, as well
as interpreting the meaning of these activities in relation to the bodies of both
deceased and survivors; and to combine the insights that body-centered analysis
can produce to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the role of the body,
living and dead, in past cultures.
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